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¢ sport of boxing is showing a
s to come. First, T consider the

oo go,

thaps somewhere in the new millen-
actually be a single governing body
ur don't hold your breath. the Dan
slippery fellow. Secondly, so far this year at least
top fighters are actually fighting each other,

g on September 18th, where wehave possibly the
biggest and most anticipared showdown so far: Oscar
De La Hoya versus Felix "Tito" Trinidad. Ar 35.0
with 30 KOs, the IBF welterweight champiop, if you
don't kmow, is no joke. Trinidad is as close 1o being a
perfect fighter as there is. He's got power, quickness,
defense, killer instinct, and he's crafty. With his size he

- matches up well with Oscar and should give him fis,

- especially if we don't see a berrer mentally and physi-
cally tuned De La Hoy:!; than we've seen recently. Even
last minute heroics and favorable Jjudges may not be

“off at the
Vegas. As a

seif 1o save the spo
- Holyfield/Lewis cata tiy ballsy after get-
- i suchia ‘friendly decision over Qi tey). Then he
~will: move. up_ to” coniquer apior” aiddleweight
- division (165 lim ely announcing that if

Trinid ants - will have to be ar the
hiéavier weight. ST

L Slow - dovwn, sport; first: you. better worry
abour Seprember-diid keeping your.dome arached o
your rieck, Then pick 4 trainer 2 ng style, and

stick with it for _:1-E _nge-.anJi_ré rigi}:;'you do come
- :off as schizophrenic:from: fight 1o fight, 1 don't know
- whom 1o éxpect when you Qlil’:ﬁ!': the rings’a slugger, a
. boser, 37h ‘dancer?. Generally, ‘this is riot 2

Relatives?

list, Fernando

diympiﬁ:gold medal-

fighter calling our’

The Golden Boy. Bur he
is apparently not polite
enough for Oscar, who
feels the powerful Vargas
from the mean streets of
Oxnard has been disre-
spectful and "too nega-
tive" (is there any other
way to punk a-desired -
opponent?). Long tme
enernies from some silly
Big Bear Spat, Vargas will
have 1o put Oscar on the
back burner fbr now. . : i

_ Forunately for
Vargas hie's off to a blaz- X ]
ing start with a 17-0 record; all"wins by knockout.
While it's true he has builchis young record on most
by lesser opponents, he nevertheless deolishes them
emphatically. Sell, with quilliry wins over Raul
Marquez, Yory Boy €ampos and Jesse James Leija,
Vargas' future appears bright, making sitcom appear-
ances and recently signing a promotianal deal with
Miller Lite.

This Sugar is Still Sweet
Recently named by Boxing Writers Association of

- America the "Fighter of the Year,” IBR Lighrweighe

champ "Sugar” Shane Mosely from Pomona has got

0 be one of the few reasons to hang in there and -

remain a boxing fan, At 30-0, 28 by knockout, with
five title defénses, the young Mosely is inevitably com-
pated 1o the other legendary Sugars. While‘i:'may be
premarure to liken his developing career to.such stars,
his boxing style is remarkably - similar to the great
‘Sugir Ray Robinson. Simiilar to Robinson, Moscly is
not only a devastatingly powerful puncher bur also a
beautiful fighter to watch, as he ‘methodically brealis
down his opponents with a diverse arsenal of fast
combinarions, body shots, and quiick jabs. Also simi-

{ar.in fashion to Sugar Ray Leonard and Robinson is -

this kid's personality, smarts, good Jooks and infec-
tious smile. A broadcasting gig will soon be calling.
My choice for best pound for pound baser fighting
today. T

‘Mia' St. John is Caught With Her Trunks
* Down - ’ .

Semi-sexy’ Mia St. John has béen getting big-time
press being markéted as 4 La Fernme Golden Boy: The
raven-haired” Bediiy “appeared in & recent ‘issue “of

" Playboy for a hot boxirig themed layou;. Problen is

she's just nar that great of a fighrer. Sorry. T mean she

. ¢ould probably kick your sister oryour girlfriend's ass,
burt she simply is not in the class of such local terrors

- Marquez-and WBO champion Prince :N:

as Lucia Rijker or Fredia Gibbs. Never will be. Quire
frankly, Playboy, lately you've been sleeping: First you
want 1o undress heavyweight Monica "The Big
Lewinsky," and now this> Aren't there 2 fow pro
beach-volleyball players you can-call? Hey, T know, you
got Anna Kournikova's number? .. .. .. -

. Whits Meén" Named Durham Cant Box

After Drinking Whiskey From A Tin Cup
Ron Shelton, director of sports themed films Whise
Men Can't Jump, Bull Durham, The Great Whise Hype,
and Tin Cip recently brought some of his production
staff to a boxing show ar the Grear Western Forum,
Shelton's new project ds a boxing film starring
Antonio Banderas and Woody Harrelson titled Play
It 76 The Bone. Mman. -

. Forum Boxing Goes The Distance

Forum Boxing, Inc. at the Grear Western Forum and
the Anaheim Pond is still hanging arcund with their
monthly Monday night boxing cards. Witk the Lakers
and Kings off 1o the new downtown Staples- Center,
FBLis one of the very few remaining fendnts over at
Prairie & Manchester. Sxill, they. persevere...for now.
"When not werrying for the rug to be pulled
from beneath them, FBT has been Endiessiyi:pﬁrsuing .
the long overdue fight benween their top, boxer,
NABO featherweight champion, Juan ‘Manna]

Hamed. Marquez has been the WBO's mai
challenger to the Prince since 1997 )
Meanwhile, their other young fighrer, Ed: -
"The Hammer” Mahone (20-0, 20 KO's, NABQ -
heavyweight champ and currenty #6 WBO), looks to
expedite his joining the party of up and coming
heavyweights by signing with veteran management
company Mouthpiece. Productions, who has guided
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+ the careers of Oba Carr, Kelvin Kelly, and Shane

Maosely.




